
 

The Other Mother by Miranda Rijks – Discussion Questions 

***There are spoilers in the following questions*** 

 

1. What were your initial thoughts about Jane as a narrator? Did your opinion change 

as the story progressed? 

2. How would you describe the friendship between Jane and Nala? In what ways is it 

supportive, and where does it show cracks? 

3. What did you think of the different approaches to motherhood through Jane, Nala, 

and even characters like Carmen and Amira? 

4. Jane feels immense guilt for not being on time to pick up Florrie. Do you think that 

guilt is justified? How does guilt shape other characters’ behavior? 

5. How did the use of multiple viewpoints affect your understanding of the events? Did 

you find one voice more reliable or sympathetic? 

6. What did you make of Jane’s role as the anonymous advice columnist Aurora Rae? 

How does that secret influence her actions and mindset? 

7. How does the novel examine societal expectations of mothers, particularly around 

blame when something goes wrong? 

8. How did you feel about the conclusion? Was justice served? Did it satisfy you? 

9. Were there any characters you found especially nuanced or difficult to categorize as 

"good" or "bad"? 

10. Were there moments that hinted at the final reveal? What red herrings or 

misdirections stood out to you? 

11. What does the novel suggest about modern parenting, social class, or village life in 

the UK?  If you were Jane and/or Nala what would you have done differently in their 

shoes? 


